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In completing Middle School Festival nomination 
forms, please observe the following:

•	 ***NEW THIS YEAR!*** All nominations will be completed 
online using Google Forms. No more running to the post office 
before it closes on a Friday! No more scouring the house for a 
stamp! Now you can complete the nominations in your bath-
robe, and you will not even need a Google account to do so!!! 

•	 These nomination forms will be embedded on the NHMEA 
website by November 1. Each teacher will have to submit a 
separate Director Information Form along with nomination 
forms for band, chorus, and orchestra.  

•	 All nominations must be submitted online by 11:59 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 8, 2011. Submissions received after then 
will not be accepted. Early submissions are welcome. 

•	 Please make use of the space included to assist the coordinators 
with selection. Please indicate specific strengths and weaknesses 
of the nominees, specifically when nominating percussionists 
(mallets, snare, etc.).

General Festival Information 
1.	 Participating schools must have paid the NHMEA 

School District Participation Fee. 
2.	 Any 6th, 7th, or 8th grade student presently partici-

pating in the local middle school music program, if 
one exists, may be recommended by his or her di-
rector. Sixth graders may only participate if they are 
part of a school containing Grades 7 and 8, and are 
performing at the level of the 7th and 8th graders. 
Sixth graders attending an elementary school only going 
up to Grade 6 are not eligible for this festival. 

3.	 Each eligible school sending applications by the 
January 8 deadline will receive representation of at 
least two students in each performing group, unless 
only two are nominated and they play the same in-
strument. In this case, schools are not guaranteed to 
have both students selected. 

4.	 Instrumental students should not be moved to a sec-
ondary instrument (bass clarinet, horn, viola, etc.) 
on which they are inexperienced, with the thought 
that they will have a better chance of “making it.”  

5.	 Students will be chosen for the festival on the ba-
sis of directors’ recommendations.  Please make sure 
that the students recommended meet the guidelines. 
Since acceptance and seating will be determined by 

the nominations, please be as specific as possible 
when completing them, especially with regards to 
rank. The success of the festival and your students’ 
experience will depend to a great extent on the care 
taken in considering students. 

6.	 Notification of students selected will be e-mailed to 
directors by February 1, and music will be sent upon 
receipt of registration forms, medical forms and reg-
istration fees. If selected, students should commit to 
practice music and attend rehearsals conducted by 
the school director. It is the director’s responsibility 
to make sure that students are adequately prepared. 

7.	 School directors have the authority to refuse to send 
any of their selected students who they feel are not 
prepared or for disciplinary reasons. The District 
Coordinator of the school’s district should be no-
tified immediately when this occurs. A reasonable 
effort will be made to replace that student if time 
permits. 

8.	 The student registration fee for the festival is $20.00 
per student. This will cover conductors’ fees, a regis-
tered nurse, and other expenses of the festival, as well 
as a meal for students. Fees will be due in February 
when directors receive notification of students select-
ed. Note: if the school pays for your students, you 
may wish to estimate the total and encumber that 
money now so that receipt of your music will not be 
held up in March. A purchase order cannot be ac-
cepted at that time in lieu of payment. 

9.	 Nominated students should plan on having the 
whole festival day open.  Specific schedules will be 
sent with their music. Students will not be able to 
be released for part of the day for sports or other 
obligations. 

10.	Please be sure that your students and parents under-
stand your transportation arrangements, the obliga-
tion to learn music, and festival attendance require-
ments before you complete application forms. It is 
strongly suggested that directors secure written per-
mission from a parent or guardian before nominat-
ing students. Please also note that NHMEA pol-
icy requires that at least one director from your 
school be in attendance throughout the whole 
festival day.  

2011 Middle School District Festival Information
Saturday, May 7 – Southwest, Southeast, and South Central Festivals

Saturday, May 14 – North Festival with Strings 
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2010-11 Calendar

July 2010
8/1  Sept. QN Deadline

September
9/8 Exec. Board Meeting

October
10/1 School Part. Fees Due

10/21 October Music Fest & 
Fall All-Member Meeting

10/23 Jazz All-State Auditions
 

November
11/1 December QN Deadline
11/10 Exec. Board Meeting
11/20 All-State Auditions

---2011---
January

1/8 Chamber Festival
1/12 Exec. Board Meeting

February
2/1 March QN Deadline

2/3-5 Jazz All-State Festival
2/9 Exec. Board Meeting

2/12 Solo and Ensemble Festival

March
3/9 Exec. Board Meeting

3/19 Large Group Festival
3/25-26 Large Group Festival

3/26 Elem/Middle Sharing Fest.
3/31-4/3 All Eastern Convention

April
4/7-9 Spring Conf./All-State

4/7 Exec. Board Meeting
4/8 All Member Meeting

May
5/1 June QN Deadline

5/7 Middle School Festivals
5/11 Exec. Board Meeting
5/14 MS Festival w/Strings

June
6/8 Exec. Board Meeting

TBA Long Range Planning Meeting

2011-12 Calendar

July 2011
8/1  Sept. QN Deadline

September
9/14 Exec. Board Meeting

October
10/1 School Part. Fees Due

10/20 October Music Fest & 
Fall All-Member Meeting

10/22 Jazz All-State Auditions
 

November
11/1 December QN Deadline

11/9 Exec. Board Meeting
11/19 All-State Auditions

---2012---
January

1/7 Chamber Festival
1/11 Exec. Board Meeting

February
2/1 March QN Deadline

2/2-4 Jazz All-State Festival
2/8 Exec. Board Meeting

2/11 Solo and Ensemble Festival

March
3/14 Exec. Board Meeting
3/17 Large Group Festival

3/23-24 Large Group Festival
3/31 Elem/Middle Sharing Fest.

April
4/12-14 Spring Conf./All-State

4/12 Exec. Board Meeting
4/13 All Member Meeting

May
5/1 June QN Deadline

5/5 Middle School Festivals
5/9 Exec. Board Meeting

5/12 MS Festival w/Strings

June
6/6 Exec. Board Meeting

TBA Long Range Planning Meeting

A Google calendar has been created for NHMEA.  In addition to 
the dates below, we have also entered form deadlines, etc. With 

Google, you can sync this calendar to your own iCal or Outlook.  
Go to: www.nhmea.org/calendar for more info!

M.S. Festival Band Nomination Guidelines 
Students nominated by directors should be 
able to:  
•	 Play major scales from C to 3 flats and 2 

sharps, 1 octave or more within the reason-
able range of their instrument. 

•	 Independently read and count in simple 
and compound meters.

•	 Nominated percussionists should also be 
competent on auxiliary percussion (cym-
bals, tambourine, etc.). 

M.S. Festival Chorus Nomination Guidelines 
Students nominated by directors should be able 
to sing within the range of their listed voice. 
•	 Soprano = c’ - f ”            
•	 Alto  = a - b’
•	 Baritone = d  - f ’ (lower range okay) 

Note: Males who cannot sing in the 
Baritone range should be nominated as 
Alto or Soprano, as appropriate. 

•	 Identify and sing the pitches on the staff 
notated for their voice part.

•	 Have a basic grasp of rhythmic notation 
for Level 2-3 music.

•	 Be capable of memorizing music. 

M. S. Festival String Orchestra Guidelines 
Students nominated by directors should be 
able to: 
•	 Play major scales up to 3 sharps and 2 flats, 

one octave or more. 
•	 Play whole, half, dotted half, quarter, dot-

ted quarter, eighth, dotted eighth, and six-
teenth notes and rests. 

•	 1st violins must be able to play up to 
3rd position 

•	 2nd violins must be able to play 1st 
position 

•	 Violas must be able to play 1st position 
•	 Cellos must be able to play up to 4th 

position 
•	 Basses must be able to play up to 4th 

position 

Please contact the Middle School Festival 
Chairman if you have questions or would like 
to be more involved: 

Edward Doyle (603) 289-2820 
edward.doyle@comcast.net


